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‘Individualized reading test materials were devélobed | . 
containing gender-nevitral, male-only, or female-only referents ipa. 
study to determine whether undue, reference to one sex had a ~ 


~ 


‘differential. effect on the test scores of male or female students... 


ae 


' One hundred twenty randomly selected third sad ove students were first. 
_. tested on the gender- neutral test. One week la 

“students were given tests cont taining only female referents, and the 
other half were given tests contaifiing only male referents. A 


er, one half of the 


significant difference was found between neuter-and gender-~ specific 


test scores, with both males and females making higher scores on the 


male-only referent test than on the neuter referent test. The lack of 

a significant interaction between test content and test performance 

.by. sex. suggests that male and female content, does, not ea aaa See 
affect male or female test ‘performances. (FL) 
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- Gotttreason, 1976) and“individue ized reading cost Spee 1978) indicate 
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that the enduare of ‘most tests is\ male oriented. 
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One ‘criticism that’ has. been ‘raised, in regard to ‘the male orientation of 


woe. 


oe is that the use of. such words as. “he rather, ‘than: shes men rather than 20 ple, 
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salesmen rather than salesperson ‘aaversely aftécts the scores of females. The’ 
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Am rican Personnel and Guidance ‘Association, The Association for Measurement and 
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Dlagostie peaking a - . — HO ; \ a oe :s A 
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Coniparison of Ratios of All Male Noun end Pronoun Referents _ 
ot or to All Female Noun end Pronoun Referents oF 
in 2nd and 3rd Editions of the Classroom Reading Inventory 
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Reading is one of the ‘basic ‘areas of t~: > .001. ‘curriculum anc i: ividualized 
reading tests are 2 widely used ey uae Stiexss! progress and pisce them in 
" groups and materials. However ‘tide wide 7 sec individualized resiin.: tests, 


the Durrell Anal sis of Readin Difficult 3 (erreil, 1955), the TLesIroom Reading 
“Inventory (Silvaroli, 1965) and the Biagnoszis Readin= Scales 2 (Space, 1972) 
contain many more referents to neles than +o panies: as shown in Table 1 (Rowell, 


1978)e Although whany: ‘tests have been revised in recent ays ‘to eliminate ‘sexist 


wording no significant changes have. “been made in hae frequently used ‘individualized | 
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reading tests. The new revision of the Classroom Reading Tmectiny (1976) contained 
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In ‘the past. it. has een ereued: that it aid ‘not matter if individualized 


reading tests ‘that are frequently used to ie a Steecays with reading. aire! 
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‘ticulties contained primarily mene referents as it ‘has been - a oe research ° foe 
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finding thet girls are generally better readers than 1 boys: Girls (in the United. 
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“diagnostic test ing and remedi=l reading than do boys: (Dwyér,73). In the past‘ , 


+ boys: made up to ie) to 80 pérdent ‘of the disabled readers. (Zimet , 19T6) y How- 
. , ever, today we are Saeuberving an increasing number of: girls who have reading 
, : 7. 
\ problems eTEORy 1976) ena an effort. needs to bé made to determine whether” wade: < 


reference: to one sex or ‘another has negative effects on their performance. As 
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reading is one of the basic areas of the™ school curriculum an ives iention should 
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be made made to atbeunt ee. determine af changes in sex referents would have sub—-_ 
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stantial effects on performance: on measures such as | individualized reading tests. 
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tial effect on individualized reading. test scores ofmsies and females ii\ad- oe 


dressed in this study. “That is ae: males and females score , aifferently ontest, 


+ 


items which contain aly nae or only: ‘female referents? , 
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ter  thira graders ‘from six different en suburban and race: schools. as _o 
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Nic eeagke was mafe to ecies 4 Apahepcend a lower socio-economic ‘eyed cone! in each 


. . : a - & ae 
area. Half of the examinees.in each, location were, male ‘and half<were female. 
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same form of a gender-neutral test containing no male 5 female referents. -With- 


; in a one Weer ‘period each student was also administered an éaternate form of the 
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, test of similar readability, put containing either all male. Or ‘all ‘female res 
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a _ferents. half of. the boys and one. half’ of. the girts were given a test con=- 
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The two tests were _ jadministered individually to each student. by a trained 
» | ‘examiner. Each student _was asked to read. selections sraniy starting with the - 


: selection for the eighth month of the ‘first, gradé (1.8). When the student -had ,- 
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~ finished reading, each selection, he/she was asked auestions to measure his/her 


comprehension. When ‘the student failed to pass a Selection based on ‘the spache 


criteria that takes into consideration both word Stncunntionand comprefiension 
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t i or 
errors, testing ceased. eg : 


whe a3 differences between the Senda neil _ Siateenapetttic tests (all . 
a “male or all: ‘fenble referents) were the main aaeteTe anstyze’ vik all individue. 
e ; alized reading tests of this type Felate scores i grade couivalents, the analysis 
of data was confined to grade dguivalent qeores ~ . , 
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: JON , The genie neutral and aus specific ‘tests were patterned after the 
Diagnostic Bending Scales because this, ‘aoe is widely used and the consiitiow” 


coefficients of the nahi eaters forms et the instructional level “are nigh, <99 i 
(Speches 1972) 6. ALL eneneer made to develop the gender neutral and all male end 
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all female tests did not change the original “readability da tHe selections as 


acta . "determined by the Spache and Dale-Chall readability formlas. 
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se ' The gender neutral test sonatas no male or female referents. The sub- 
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Tevdis and Subjects of Hach Passage in the Gender-Neutral Test ; 
ka é fo . : | “3 : : ; : ‘ : : 2 _ ". a - 
a - Grade Level a Subjects ¢ See ¥ / % . 4 
is * dee. a Children playing with Red, the bird. 9 / — a 
ee: Children feeding the bird. | oe #4 a 
a chilaren vakehdng & Stee. . i ue 3 ) 
2.8 : ‘Chileren playing: while avatbing apetyell of a pony. , 
. . 3B 7 Children watching a parade. i. 
oe : a har — ‘ Children at a circus watching clowns, elephants, zebras. 
‘ ia - on ee Children on a nals ele with the teacher looking’at plants, 
88 bees, birds. oe : 
5.5 ° | _- Flowers in‘a garden... = 
= : . 6.5 ao Mastodons Sa - . oye OY 
7.5 oe “\\ Marble and granite , . _ 8 oe 
In the tests containing male only or female enix seligetione, the settings 
* and actions for he male end female characters were Ldehtical. The- only chenges 
A - were to substit e male ae female referents ea. "One day Bob took eee 


Ne the zoo". was anged to "One dey Mary took a trip to the zoo." The principal 
‘ < = . . : . . % ‘ ‘i a oe . ; 
subjects of each of the passages in’the male gnly or female only test are given . 
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Level Only Yale ae oe "Only ‘Female Referents 
. : . . : : . va _ 
. 21.65 Bob ~ on his way to school. .  . Mary - on her way to school. 
18 ‘Farmer (he) taking care of horse (he) Farmer (Phe) takife care of cow 
pe” eB oe hie (she) 
2,3 Bob, plains’ ‘with dog “(had . - : Marys ‘playing with dog (she) 
- 
; 2.8 Bob on way to school nearly _ 2 Mary. on way to oy aa Sweatt hit 
BP ag, 9 hit by car (male) PR, " by car (‘female driver) . 
~ 355 Bob going for walk with ‘male dom, ; “ ‘Mary’ going “for walk with fenale . 


* : 7 Spotty Che)”. ‘5 bee eae 208s Spotty (she) 
« i . ah ; é 
3.8 Bob visiting 200. : . Sea ¥ “Mary visiting zoo, ‘> 
oe, ». coe @& 3 — " 
i Bob wisteine city ‘market. Men Mary’: :visiting city. market. Women . 
vial 
a “ selling fruit. Pani "Selling fruit. 
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